December 2019
Welcome to our 2nd issue for 2019.
In this issue we feature Garry Robertson, a former alumni property developer and
now film maker, and Donna Gale (Hauwai) who has made a very special contribution
to Taieri College. We also note the retirement of several long-serving teachers, and
share some photos from the past.
We now have a Taieri College Alumni facebook page – please join this group and
contribute https://www.facebook.com/groups/taiericollegealumni/
And a reminder that Taieri College is planning a 150th reunion at Labour Weekend in
2021. The College will be forming a committee to organise the event.

TAIERI COLLEGE NEWS
Message from the Principal
2019 has been another huge year in regard to property upgrade at Taieri College.
The completion of our Performing Arts Centre has been well received, particularly by
our performing arts students who now have a state of the art theatre to present their
amazing talents. Over the upcoming summer we are looking forward to a $1.6 million
refit of our maths rooms, B block Science labs and the Art department. Slowly but
surely our campus is being transformed into a complete modern learning
environment ably suited to the needs of our enthusiastic students.
Our 2020 roll is looking very healthy and we are anticipating it to be around the 1200
mark. This is absolute capacity for us and provides a good indication that our
community are in full support of the direction the College is heading.
David Hunter
Performing Arts Centre used for Prize givings
For the first time since Hislop Hall was destroyed by fire in 2014 we are finally able to
celebrate our senior and junior prize givings in our new Performing Arts Centre.
Recipients of our senior scholarships for 2019 are as follows:









Salisbury scholarship
Cadzow scholarship
Cumberbeach scholarship
Frances Cosgrove Memorial Prize
Otago/Taieri A & P Society scholarship
Taieri Times Leadership Award
Mosgiel Kitchens Gateway scholarship
Prime Minister’s Vocational Excellence Award

Ciara Lawlor and Tylah Harris
Jared Preston
Jonah Smith
Lorraine Ruka
Sarah Lindsay
Jade Fraser
Britany Haworth
James Williams

Learning Support Centre
Students from the Learning Support Centre have been getting out and about in the
community as part of their Survival Smarts programme. They were delighted to make
pretty bags, fill them with delicious biscuits and deliver them to the Grandads at a
local retirement village the week of Father’s Day. The ladies also got some treats. It
was a wonderful visit and the first of many to boost all our spirits.

Te kahu huruhuru
A former Taieri High School pupil Donna Gale
(Hauwai) has found a unique and very special
way to give back to her old school.
Donna has designed and handwoven a stunning
full-size te kahu huruhuru (feather clock) for the
school.
The cloak has been named Manawanui, which
stands for perseverance, determination and
dedication. It was presented to the school in
August 2019 and blessed by Hata Temo, a local
Tuhoe kaumātua. It is now on display in the
School's reception area and will be worn on
special occasions.
Donna and her family identify closely with the
College. She and husband Ronnie attended
Taieri High back in 1977-81, and Ronnie now teaches at the College. Their children
Kathryn and Laura both attend/attended Taieri College also.
Donna’s iwi are Ngai Tuhoe and Ngati Kahungunu.
"I had some local weaving lessons and made a korowai graduation cloak for Kathryn
when she graduated from the University of Otago in 2014. I thought making one for
the College would be a good way to pay tribute to a place that has played an
important role in our family's lives, and in the community," she said.

Manawanui was a true labour of love, involving 400 lines of jute strings across, and
29 rows long. Each row has 800 knots, and there are over 8000 feathers used, all
sourced locally. At the top is a tāniko border in the poutama pattern to symbolise the
steps of learning and achievement.
Tracking down that number of feathers was a challenge – most of the weaving was
done using pheasant feathers. They also sourced native feathers from the
Department of Conservation and local iwi Ngāi Tahu to feature special kereru and
pukeko feathers.
"It took a lot of time to source the feathers, wash them, sort them into colours, then
many, many hours of weaving, but it was enjoyable to work with my hands –and a
good way to connect with my Maori culture," she said. It was also a great contrast to
her work as Southern Regional Manager at NZI.
"It was a big undertaking, but I am really pleased with the result - it's a good feeling
to give something back to the school that is both personal and unique."
And the College is thrilled to have such a beautifully hand-crafted kahu huruhuru as
part of its on-going story.

Retiring staff
Several staff have retired this year, including two staff who were teaching back in the
day of The Taieri High School – Paulette Hutchison and Glenda Mann.
Paulette Hutchison
Paulette initially taught at The Taieri High School from the start of
1971 to the end of 1974, along with her late husband Lindsay. She
taught Shorthand and Typing and Lindsay taught Maths. This was
her first full-time permanent teaching position.
She returned to TTHS in 1988 as Head of Commerce. She
continued in this role until the start of Taieri College when she was
appointed as an Assistant Principal (having been Acting Assistant
Principal in the last year of The Taieri High School).
Over the years Paulette has enjoyed working with the staff and students. She has
met many wonderful staff and has been privileged to work as a mentor to the first
and second year teaching staff. She has also taught the offspring of some of her
earlier students and for a good number of years has worked with one staff member
she taught! She has had to be very adaptable over the years as the technology
changed from manual typewriters to computers. This required a change in thinking
and teaching approach as the technology became more sophisticated.
Great memories are the 7th form decorating the hall for the Formals and creating
amazing themes, the Miss Taieri High Competitions (before it wasn’t PC to run them
any more), and Interform Singing. Paulette considers herself to have been very
fortunate to work in such a supportive and well-resourced environment and wishes
the staff and students all the best for the years ahead.
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Glenda Mann
Glenda started at TTHS in 1986 in a one-year relieving teaching
position. She had previously taught and was Head of Department
at South Otago High School.
During her time at The Taieri High School and Taieri College
Glenda has been involved in teaching Physical Education, Science
and Health. She has been Head of Sport, Head of Physical
Education and Health, a Dean at various levels, and teacher in
charge of netball, girls’ basketball, shooting and softball.
During her time as Head of Department, she was responsible for the introduction of
the non-academic course at the senior level which enabled students to gain credits
for cross country skiing and mountain biking the Dunstan Trail.
Glenda was a member of the fund raising committee set up to build the Indoor
Training Centre. She also re-introduced the Duke of Edinburgh programme. She has
been the teacher in charge of the Tautuku trips during her time at Taieri and has lead
numerous trips and developed the programme, recognising the individual differences
of students who were involved.
As teacher in charge of Netball, Glenda was responsible for the regular tours of the
Senior A team to Australia which helped them gain and retain the A Grade at the
South Island Championships. In her various roles she has instigated a number of
initiatives that are still in place today. These include the Sports Coordinator role and
the Blues Awards Evening.

Glenda has been teacher in charge of the Student Council for
approximately 10 years and during this time the Council has
raised money through Work Days that have helped provide
amenities for students, such as the C Block verandah, drinking
fountains, the metal picnic tables and provision of computers. The
Council also ran the Talent Contest each year which has provided
an opportunity for students to showcase their talent.
Glenda’s loyalty to Taieri, her passion and commitment to the
students, along with her happy disposition, will be missed. She has made a
significant contribution to the life of The Taieri High School/Taieri College. The
legacy of her involvement is evident in the programmes and activities that will
continue in the future. We wish her all the best for the future as she starts a new
phase of her life.
Other staff
Other staff to move on this year are Sue Craigie (Careers), Jacques Steyn
(Technology) and Anna Crawford (junior food technology) who have all been
teaching at Taieri College since 2004 and Tina Watson (librarian) from 2010.

Jacques Steyn

Sue Craigie

Anna Crawford

Tina Watson

Apologies for forgetting to mention Gwenda Hill in our list of retiring staff of 2018
which we profiled in our last newsletter. Gwenda taught at TTHS then Taieri College
for 42 years. We profiled her in our August 2017 issue. She has been back doing
some relief teaching this year - can’t keep away!
IN THE NEWS
Congratulations to Adam Hall, who has been named Winter and Summer
Paralympian of the decade. We featured Adam in the July 2018 newsletter.
https://paralympics.org.nz/sophie-pascoe-and-adam-hall-announced-aswinter-and-summer-paralympian-of-the-decade/

Also in the news - author Neville Peat who published two books
in 2019:
- Wanaka: Lake, Mountain, Adventure.
- The Invading Sea: Coastal hazards and climate change in
21st-century New Zealand
Distinguished Alumni, Sir Allan Mark and Neville Peat, at the
launch of Neville's latest book.

ALUMNI PROFILE: Garry Robertson TTHS 1973 – 1976
Successful New Zealand property developer,
NBR rich-lister, and Taieri College alumni Garry
Robertson has been in the news for his
involvement in a powerful new documentary
about the work and life of the late social
reformer Celia Lashlie.
Celia Lashlie was a women's prison manager
who wrote " He'll Be OK: Growing gorgeous
boys into good men" and was well known for
public talks and commentary raising awareness
on social issues and justice in New Zealand.
Based in Auckland, Garry is a philanthropist,
entrepreneur, farmer, and leading NZ land aggregator who has helped create some
of Auckland's most substantial new housing developments. He started his career as
an electrician in Mosgiel, after finishing The Taieri High School in 1976.
Although he didn't know Celia, Garry had read her book, and as a father of four sons
was heavily influenced by her common sense approach to raising teenage boys. So
when he heard Amanda Miller, Celia’s long standing friend and former current affairs
journalist, needed funding to make a documentary tribute to Celia's life, Garry came
up with the finance, taking on the role of executive producer.
The documentary, aptly named Celia, premiered at the New Zealand International
Film Festival (NZIFF) in 2018, and has since toured New Zealand, striking a chord
with many New Zealanders. Garry says it's a moving story that he hopes will help
change attitudes on domestic violence.
https://www.celiafilm.com/
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/documentary-tribute-social-justice-advocate
Garry says he has fond memories of Taieri....
I am and have always been really proud to say I went to Taieri High. I think my time
at Taieri amongst a few other variables was the absolute making of me as a person.
I remember my first goal pretty much the first day I arrived was to figure out how
quickly I could get out of shorts & into long pants which I did half way through the 4th
form.
To be fair I wasn’t the most attentive or diligent student and had plenty of things I’d
rather have been doing. Paying attention wasn’t one of them, but I always got top
marks for attendance and talking - which saw me many times standing outside the
headmaster's door ( Mr Murdoch or Mr Tyne ) as I did tend to overstep the mark in
many of my comments!
Like many pupils of the day I had my fair share of being bent over in front of Mr
Hocking who was a powerhouse at the end of a bamboo cane, not to mention
everyone's favourite Jack O’Connell. I remember him playing with the cane, crooning
like Dean Martin in anticipation; the rule was if he missed you, you got away with the
punishment but if you moved or avoided it you got an additional strike for free.
I meet a lot of really good people in my fellow students, many are still long standing
friends and I truly value and respect those friendships having had many fun times
and interesting experiences. I consider myself very fortunate to have meet such a

variety of good and interesting people that are all now what our parents and
grandparents were in the community at the time. I still avidly recall many of those
really fond memories.

Garry with the Prime Minister, Jacinda
Ardern and the producer/director of
CELIA, Amanda Miller. Photo credit &
copyright: Stephen A’Court.

One thing that still influences me to this
day was watching the motorbikes leave
outside after school and setting goals
and working as much as I could so I
could get one of my own to be in that
elite line up, watching some of the older
peers painfully starting some of those
old girls up (the bikes I’m referring to).
The whole process was so inspiring &
exciting to the point that most of the
bikes I did end up having back then as
a teenager and some I admired at the
time I have quietly started to collect
again, including a said Ariel Square
Four.

That fascination for cars and
motorbikes has never gone away and I am fortunate enough to have been able to be
involved with the Bert Munro Indian and Bonneville Speed trials with his great
nephew Lee Munro to see what record he can set - that story's not over yet.
In short I’m very proud of Taieri High School , Mosgiel , the people and my heritage
and absolutely loved my time there , I believe had I not had that life and those
experiences it wouldn’t have allowed me to have the life I’ve had.

REMINISCES: Contribution from John Noble
Prior to the opening of the original Hislop Hall in 1966 most morning assemblies
were held either in the low strung hall that was located close to and ran parallel with
Green Street or else held in the open air in the quadrangle, these possibly when the
weather was fine. I am unsure of the frequency of these assemblies, possible once a
week? Taieri airfield then was Dunedin’s airport and each morning around
assembly time the NAC DC3 Dakota’s would be taking off on their northern
journeys climbing and turning over Mosgiel, the sounds from their Pratt and Whitney
engines totally drowning out Mr. Hislop’s address to the assembled pupils. One
assembly that I recall rather well was that a ‘pupil’ either belched rather loudly or let
out a loud and proud piece of noisy flatulence. The headmaster was not very
impressed and repeatedly requested that the offender identify himself. No takers on
that one though a lot of giggling going on in the assembled ranks of the pupils.

Can you help?
The first year of The Taieri High School was 1956. One of the foundation pupils was
Keith Graham who was in Form 3B.
Keith, who went to Lincoln College after TTHS spent most of his working life in
Australia working in various farming related positions including being a rural valuer, a
rural banker, and farmer. He is now retired and continues to live in Melbourne.
Although he still keeps in regular contact with many of his fellow students from TTHS
he has forgotten the names of many of his fellow Form 3B students in this class
photo. And unfortunately there was no School Magazine published for 1956 so we
do not have class rolls for that year. Can you help by naming any more of the
student in the photo?
Keith can be contacted by email at keithgraham@aapt.net.au

Front row. Keith Graham 1st on left, Terry Flynn centre with the 3B sign, 4th from
left Ray Revell.
Middle row. Neville Lester 1st on left, 2nd from left Peter Marshall, 6th from left,
Bernie ???, 7th from left Garth Wenlock.
Back row. 7th from left Barry Cottle, 8th from left, ??? Moore.

REUNIONS
Class reunion of 1998
TTHS year of 1998 held a 20 year reunion in November 2018. We really enjoyed a
walkthrough of the current Taieri College seeing the new investment into the school.
We had a great time catching up into the early hours at Nellies. Kristy Crompton

Auckland alumni news
A group of 60’s era alumni reside
in Auckland and like to meet
others when they travel to /
through Auckland. If coming to
Auckland to see family, taking in a
show, holidaying, transiting with a
few hours to spare and would like to catch up
please contact Robert “Bob” Findlay
findlayrm@xtra.co.nz (with as much notice as possible).
Alumni we have met with include;
Islay Black –Mahoney
Wyee Point suburb of the City of Lake
Macquarie in NSW, Australia.
Morven Inglis
Canada
Ross Jackson
Wellington
John Cuttance
Dunedin
Wayne Holland
Western Australia
Alf Bathgate
Hamilton
Venues we have used include Waipuna Lodge, Fisher House, East Tamaki, Coffee
shop Parnell, Selwyn House, and Mission Bay.

BLAST FROM THE PAST:
A photo of Principal Tom Hislop and Teacher
(Agriculture) Jack Davis taken at Curious Cove
in the early 60’s, from Robert Findlay’s
collection.

In our last issue we included a photo of the
1975 boys’ volleyball team. We had a great
response from your naming these students.

L-R back row Robert Courtney, Warwick Meehl, Pete Sleeman, Colin
Thompson
L-R front row Brian Weedon, Richard Bodee, Andrew Murray

FROM THE ARCHIVES:
Who remembers the homework diary?

A history of The Taieri High School of the Hislop era 1956-1966
A small number of pupils from the Hislop era are working on a publication to capture
the times of the first principal Thomas Gordon Hislop. In addition to these people
there are a number of supporters and your involvement as one is welcomed too.
The 150th anniversary of Education on the Taieri: 2021
Publication is due prior to the 150th anniversary of Education on the Taieri being
celebrated Labour weekend 2021. To keep it affordable it is planned to publish
electronically.
Our aim is to document:
 What the teachers and pupils were involved in while at school and their
subsequent careers.
 To list and describe the activities available at TTH School.
 To publish memories of their time at the school of anyone prepared to put
pen to paper.
 To select alumni considered worthy of naming as “notables” from the era
based on achievements at and after school years
Good progress is being made with information about the 120 teachers of the time.
The total number of pupils involved is unknown at this stage. We are slowly
gathering profiles about the ones we know of.
To learn what information we have about pupils (name and when started) you are
invited to make contact with:
Bob Findlay
findlayrm@xtra.co.nz
Auckland
John Cuttance
cuttancej@gmail.com
Otago
Lon Anderson
lonanderson32@gmail.com
Waipawa
Patricia Fleming (Aitken)
trishfleming@hotmail.com
Otago
Zelda Matheson (Reid)
dornoch@xtra.co.nz
Otago
Photographs from private collections that may not have been published or widely
circulated are sought to create a montage of those from the era. Contact Bob
Findlay –address above.
If you have any stories of interest to share or are planning any reunions
please let us know at alumni@taieri.school.nz

