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Tēnā Koutou Katoa
Kia ora tatou
Students will have met all of their teachers and are now settling into their timetables. For our Year 9s it is
quite a transition as they adjust to moving between five classes every day. The Year 9 team building
activities went well at Berwick last week and it was pleasing to see the cooperation between new
classmates as they attempted several challenging activities. Our Year 7 students are heading to Waihola
over the next few days and will also have lots of fun participating in a variety of fun and challenging
outdoor activities.
We are extremely pleased and proud of our 2018 NCEA results. Once
again our students achieved results well above national averages. In Year
11, 77.8% of Taieri College students attained NCEA Level 1 compared to a
national average of 70.1%. In Year 12, 85.4% of Taieri College students
obtained Level 2 NCEA compared to a national average of 76.1%. In Year
13, 74.5% of Taieri College students obtained Level 3 NCEA compared to a
national average of 64.6%. 54.3% of Taieri College Year 13 students
obtained University Entrance compared to a national average of 45.1%.
My congratulations to all students who reached their goals last year and I
now challenge this year’s NCEA students to set themselves challenging
and aspirational academic goals as they begin 2019.
Noho ora mai
Dave Hunter
Principal

2019 Head Prefects
Matthew Miller and Georgia Duff

SUMMARY OF 2019 NCEA RESULTS
Year 11
Taieri College
National Average

National Decile 4-7
Schools Average

77.8%

70.1%

72.9%

National Average

National Decile 4-7

Year 12
Taieri College

Schools Average
85.4%
Year 13
Taieri College

76.1%

78.6%

National Average

National Decile 4-7
Schools Average

74.5%
University Entrance (Year 13)
Taieri College

63.7%

64.6%

National Average

National Decile 4-7
Schools Average

54.3%

46.1%

45.1%

Key Dates
11-12 February
12-13 February
13-14 February
13 February
17-22 February
26 February

Year 7 Waihola Camp 2 7CH/7SW
Year 7 Waihola Camp 3 7NJ/7MR
Otago SS Triathlon Champs
Enviro Schools Hui
Tautuku Camp 1 10KG and 10TA
Taieri College Athletics Day
(postponement day 27 February)

Taieri College Sport 2019
The start of a new year is an exciting time at Taieri College. It is a time of welcoming new and returning
students into Taieri College and getting them involved within sport at Taieri College.
To get involved in sport at Taieri College is an easy process. Information about getting involved in sport is
available to both students and parents via:





Daily Notices – which parents can also see on line through the Taieri College website.
Information about sport is also on the Taieri College website
Taieri College Sport Facebook page – which we encourage parents to join.
Sports Office – please feel free to contact the Sports Office if you have any questions about sport
at Taieri College.

In addition to this there are also sign ups at the sports office for Futsal (Year 7-13), Touch (Year 9 – 13),
Cricket (all year levels), Volleyball and Waterpolo.
Through the newsletter and advertised around the school are a number of businesses that support sport
and Taieri College. They provide us money every year to help our athletes and sport teams achieve their
goals, they have assisted in purchasing our fleet of vans that carry our teams to events and go to camp.
So if you can support these businesses please do and say that you are supporting them because they
support the college.
We are looking for new members for our sports council, we meet once a month do a little bit of fundraising
and generally assist all our sport related activities at school. If you are interested please come and join us.

Articles from Year 9 Berwick Day Trip
9CJ
Berwick was a great experience for the students who had trouble with their
confidence, and the ones with no experience with swimming. Berwick was
helpful for bonding between the students. We learnt more about each other
and helped each other with the confidence course. The confidence course
was about how much confidence you have and encouraging other students
by waiting and cheering them on saying “You can do it” until they could. If
you give others confidence then they feel better about themselves and when
they achieve that obstacle, they don’t have so much fear of doing it again.
Our other course was teamwork and we had to work together as a class. We
had to partner up and work together to get across on a wire bead. We had
different strategies to see what worked out best. Our next activity was working
as a class to help everyone over the wooden walls. The shortest one was a
breeze because everyone worked as a team to achieve the goal. We also did the spiderweb challenge,
where as a team we had to get everyone in and out of the spiderweb without touching the spiderweb.
This was challenging for everyone but as a team we completed our goals of achieving and teamwork. We
started off with the lagoon, where we were in a group of about eight or nine and had to build a raft of
four kayaks and then have about four students on the raft and swim/paddle to each corner of the lake,
and finish at the starting point. Everyone did well in our class. It wasn’t about winning but about having
fun, and hard work. Lastly, we had the flying fox. The flying fox was great to enjoy and bond with others to
learn more about each other. Overall Friday was fun, and I hope to do it again.
Jessie Yee

9HM
On Thursday 9HM and 9NE went to Berwick Camp for the day. We did lots of interesting and enjoyable
activities such as raft making with kayaks and ropes. We did an initiatives course and for that we had to
help everyone over the walls, paired type rope, we had to cover the
holes in a barrow then fill it up with water as high as we could. We also
had to swing everyone across on a rope swing and there was a spider
web we had to get everyone through but we couldn’t use the same
hole twice. This really tested us. The third activity we did was the
confidence course - we had to do a lot of climbing, swinging,
crawling and over all a whole bunch of sections. One of the other
things we did was going on the flying fox but that was optional. For
most of the activities if you didn’t feel comfortable doing something
you didn’t have to do it. Thanks to the student leaders and teachers
for taking us there – it was an awesome day out! And we got to know
each other in our class.
Madison Sinclair and Jaide Townsend

9NE
There we were at 9am – bright-eyed and bushy-tailed – waiting for the bus to
arrive. Then what seemed like an eternity later, we were on our way to the
Berwick campsite. We started off on the Initiative Course which involved
falling off tight wires, swinging on rope swings, being soaked by buckets of
water, and becoming one with spiders as we crawled through a
web. Next we had the Confidence Course which was a lot of fun (and very
hot plastic) including rope swings and tyres galore. After that it was time for a
well-deserved lunch break and kayaking whilst joined together by only
rope. And just as a cherry on top – the flying fox, stretching from one side of
the hill to the other. Then back to school and time to go home. Berwick was
an amazing experience and I made lots of new friends. All in all, I am so glad we got to have this
opportunity.
Josie Bennie
We started the day by gathering in front of the school buses. After a quick head count, we were headed
on the buses.
Once we got to the campsite, we had our morning tea and were organised into different groups. I
followed my teacher to the most daunting obstacle course that I had ever seen.
Big climbing tyres loomed over me casting a shadow in the ground. How was it even humanly possible to
climb over that?
We were put into groups of two people and started at random parts of the obstacle course. I was
extremely grateful to have Caitlyn Stewart to encourage me – over balancing beams, climbing frames,
and wire tight ropes ( I was especially sceptical about getting across those!). The sun was unbearable and
I was glad to sit in the shade after completing the course.
Once we had also completed the Initiatives Course as a team, we had lunch then moved onto the rafting
activity. My lack of kayaking experience made the task a challenge, but with considerable help from my
teammates, we were able to make a raft. This resulted in me being soaking wet for the rest of the way
home.
Berwick was definitely memorable, and I left feeling that I had got to know more people that when I
started.
Matilda Alcock
On Thursday 1 February 2019, 9NE went to Berwick. When we had arrived at school that day and checked
we had everything, it was time to get onto the bus and travel to Berwick. Our first task was to enjoy some
morning tea, and then it was time for the first activity.
Splitting into two groups, my first task was the Initiative Course. This was five different activities. First were
two ropes that got further apart and two people had to touch each other's hands and walk along
them. It was really hard. Then we moved onto climbing walls where we had to get everyone over the

wall. The other activities were filling a drum up with water that had holes in it, and climbing through a
giant rope web.
Afterwards it was time to move onto the Confidence Course which had some easy activities but also some
that were a bit harder.
After lunch we went to the lagoon for rafting. We had to get six people from one end of the pond to the
other with two kayaks without getting wet. It was harder that it looked. Some of us even had time to go
on the flying fox before it was time to come home. We had such a fun day.
Kayley Lindsay

9GT
Although the morning of Berwick was chilly and we had a bit of rain it didn’t
dampen our spirits and we headed off to Berwick excited for the day to
come. On arrival we had a quick debrief with the camp warden Jenny and
then were split into two groups. One was going to complete the Confidence
Course and the other the Initiatives Course.
The Confidence Course was great!! We were able to try new things, work
together and supported those who needed extra encouragement. Even
though the course was more slippery due to the wet conditions we all ended
up completing it and some people really pushed themselves outside of their
comfort zones
The Initiatives Course had various activities to test our team work and we
certainly were tested. We all loved the spider web and Ollie impressed all of us
by fitting through the tiniest of spaces. In the army wall challenge we had to
get our whole class over quite high wooden walls – where our tall class
members like Shelby came in extra handy!
We were extremely thankful when the sun came out after lunch because we were heading down to the
lagoon to do some rafting with Mr. Hunter. Mr. Hunter chose our teams which was actually really
interesting because we all had different team dynamics and opinions to work with and some very
interesting rafts were created! We ended up having a tie between two teams and I’m sure they could
hear us all laughing and squealing all the way back up at camp. We would like to say a big thank you to
the teachers and deans who organised such a fun trip for the first week of school.
9GT

Have a go at Fencing!

Our next beginners fencing class for adults and children starts on Monday 30 July 2019. This five-week
course costs $80 and includes the use of gear.
If you’ve always wanted to give fencing a try, email us at claymoreswordsclub@gmail.com
for more information.

